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ON  PiUlUAMENT  HILL. 

OTTAWA,  March  23.— The  name  of 
Mr.  H.  B.  Ames,  the  member  for  St 
Antoine  divisioii  of  Montreal,  has  fig- 
ured largely  in  reports  of  parliament- 
ary doings  this  session,  especially  in 
connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  de- 
partment of  the  interior,  of  which  Mr. 
Ames  is  one  of  the  chief  critics  for  the 
Opposition.  It  is  generally  felt  that 
Mr.  Ames  will  never  become  a  popular 
leader,  because  he  lacks  personal  mag- 
netism, but  hi«  work  in  Parliameat  hu 
been  of  such  a  character  that  there  be 
it  looked  i^ion  ai  one  of  the  big  forces 
ia  Canadian  poUtici  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Ames  is  in  fmHtics  to-day  fron 
snre  love  of  the  work.  Rich  bjr  inher- 
itance, his  life  seemed  more  lij^ely  to 
centre  around  some  of  the  fashtonable 
chibs  of  Montreal  than  to  enter  into 
stormy  politics.  The  smooth  path, 
however, '  this  reserved  and  energetic 
man  discarded  in  order  that  he  mif^ 
be  of  service. 

As  a  young  man  he  inherited  a  for- 
tune from  his  fathir,  who  was  the  head 
of  the  firm  of  .'Kmes,  Holden  &  Co.,  of 
Montreal.  To  these  business  interests 
close  attention  has  been  given,  but 
politics  has  been  supreme  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Ames  began  with  municipal  pol- 
itics. To  be  an  alderman  of  the  Cily 
of  Montreal  it  was  necessary  to  speak 
French,  and  his  he  did  thor  >ughly  by 
spending  a  considerable  time  in  France. 
In  1898  he  was  elected  to  the  council, 
and  played  a  leading  part  in  refo^itig 
the  municipal  government  of  that  big 
proverbially  mis-governed  city.  Three 
years  in  the  council  opened  the  way  to 
a  large  field,  and  he  turned  to  federal 
politics.  To  accomplish  this,  the  most 
complete  organization  ever  affected  in 
Canada  was  perfected,  and  it  may  be 
said  here  that  that  organization  in  St 
Antoine  has  never  been  allowed  to  fall 
ott  in  any  way. 


(I) 


^.  tttft  m»  in  tfo^  nM  mpoK  «9flriM 
OttKwa  Mr.  Ainft»  tbf)cw  Mmfii 
into  the  thick  of  the  federal  ggiht. 
brioilMMr  to  it  all  the  food  busiaess 
'  «Me  »<id  keen  determination  which 
tiad  cai-'ried  him  to  well  in  Montreal 
city  couiKil.  Hajrd  work  has  no  terrors 
for  him,  and  no  trouble  is  too  great 
where,  he  sees  a  deiinite  result  ahead. 
It  may  be  safely  said  that  no  single 
tnember  at  Ottawa  is  a  harder  worker. 
Not  satisfied  with  getting  his  in.'ornw- 
tion  from  blue  books  and  Government 
reports,  Mr.  Ames  has  undertaken  long 
journeys  in  Western  Canada  during  tiie 
summers  since  ivo4  in  order  to  have 
first  hand  information  reearding  tSnt 
which  he  is  called  upon  to  critic  »e. 
The  result  is  Jut  hik  onslaughts  are 
•lashing.  When  he  make*  a  statement 
ft  k  ttte  iigr  that  it  caftnot  be  crni- 
tnm^.—  :kt  Prtt  Prtu,  U>../^ 
(Ott.V  Mar.  is,  tsatk 


mkt  tm  mjm  **  Trans 

OP  ML  AHES. 

9aA  mta,  as  a  mle,  do  not  voluntar. 
ily  come  oat  from  the  easeful  quiet  of 
th«r  cktbs  to  enter  the  storm  and 
•tress^  of  public  life  with  the  definite 
objective  of  becoming  a  recognized 
force,  either  in  municipal  or  nation.il 
politics.  The  rich  men  who  ^re  in  pub- 
lic life  to-day  have  nearly  all  entered  it 
reluctantly  at  the  behest  of  partv  pn]- 
itics,  Mr.  Herbert  B.  Ames.  M  P.  fnr 
the  St-  Antoine  division  of  Montreal,  is 
a  conspicuous  excerption  to  the  rule. 
JTe  has,  of  his  own  free  will,  for'iak'-n 
the  ruby  light  of  the  quiet  mrlnrv  of 
the  rich  for  the  glaring  limelight  of  t^e 
pnlitirian.  First,  beraiise  he  has  the 
virtue  of  being  ambitious,  and,  second, 
because  he  believes  he  can  be  of  st- 
vice  to  the  public.  As  a  yonntr  mnn 
he  inherited  an  ample  fortune  from  his 
father,  who  was  head  of  the  Ame<s. 
Hokkn  Company  .  f  Montreal  Hi^ 
bnstness  interests  have  been  s'l  nionqr 
snflfiHent  to  keep  him  deridefllv  biisv. 
But  he  has  for  the  last  ten  or  eleven 
years  given  a  major  oorti'Mi  of  his 
time  and  energy  to  public  life. 


(a) 


He  began  wi^  that  nott  tkwpkkM 
«l  fMk«i  the  Mb^fliing  ojrm|^&fa|al 
politic*,  tn  ordM-  to  become  an  alidS^* 
min  c»f  Sfolii^eaL  be  Ic^ed  Iom 
J^eneh  latiiuage  ttiordafhlv,  going  to 
Prance  fcr  that  pui^te.  In  ifigiS  be 
waa  elected  to  the  cofin^  and  with 
Ittfydr  Ltporte,  comhicted  a  vlrifona 
eaflspaign  for  the  ckaafanc  ito  of  the 
onihicipu  ^verament  of  Montreal. 
His  woric  brongfat  Irim  tnatiy  enemies, 
but  it  Was  undoubtedly  effective.  After 
serving  three  years  ht  the  council  he 
turned  his  attention  to  federal  .politics. 
The  manner  in  which  he  organized  his 
forces  in  the  electoAl  riding  which  he 
now  represents,  the  thorough  canvass 
of  voters  and  the  elaborate  detail  with 
which  every  part  of  the  camf>aign  was 
worked  out  now  serve  as  a  model  to 
political  organizations.  It  was  the  cam- 
paign of  a  business  man  working  on 
dean  business  principles,  and  it  re- 
anlted  in  a  con^jtencms  victory. 

Coming  to  the  federal  house  in  190.% 
Mr.  Ames  has,  at  might  be  expected,^ 
been  one  of  the  most  painstaking  and 
diligent  members  among  dieTa^a  erf 
fbe  Opposition.  He  believes  in  hard 
work  and  a  definite  oliective.  His  spe- 
cial objective  so  far  his  been  to  make 
himself  chief  opposition  critic  of  the 
Interior  deipartment.  The  alleged  scan- 
dals connected  with  western  lands,  etc, 
vi'^ich  have  been  ventilated  in  the  Com- 
mons during  the  past  two  sessions, 
nave  emanated  from  Mr.  Ames'  micro- 
scopic scrutiny  of  every  depjirtmental 
action.  la  like  manner  he  has  undei-- 
taken  lengthy  journeys  in  Canada  dur- 
ing recent  summers  for  the  purpos.; 
of  loersonally  inspectini;  public  works 
under  construction.  His  present  prom- 
inence in  the  Commons,  a."-  the  mover 
of  the  long-debated  resolution  calling 
on- the  government  to  acknowledge  the 
absolute  right  of  any  member  of  the 
House  to  personally  examine  anv  pub- 
lic records  in  the  department  files  is 
the  result  of  his  unique  activity  in  look- 
ing after  the  department  jf  tbe  Oppo- 
sition's work  to  which  he  hat  been  as- 


The  use  of  stereopticon  views  's  a 
i.ovel  feature  in  political  meetings,  so 
far  at  least  aft  this  province  is  concern^ 
ed.  The  notable  succesb  oi  the  Ames 
neietiiif  lA  the  Lyeeuih  Monday  nii^t 
demoiutntca  hMr  effectively  the  lant- 
ern wMmt  tan  bt  ruMic  to  ap^ak  to  the 
pco^e  la  •one  rcMect  at  least  the 
•lieKOHtifiW^  sM^  df  ttt  leetttra  Moved 
*  d^1/ia^item  The  MreWioMa  Md 
p«nlsMMI-4M)t  which  the  Constm- 
mt  Oppum&n  conducted  in  the  House 
of  Conmions  to  obtain  the  rifcht  to 
have  "original  documents"  hid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  for  imipection,  ia 
no  doubt  still  fresh  in  the  mindf  of 
newspai>er  readers.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Liberal  pai>ers  at  the 
time  accused  the  Opposition  of  sense- 
lessly and  stubbornly  "obstructing" 
the  business  of  the  House,  because  the 
Conservatives  very  properly  refused  to 
allow  supply  bills  to  pass  till  their  right 
of  access  to  original  documents  was 
recognized  and  respected.  On  Mon- 
day night,  Mr.  Ames  threw  limelight 
pictures  of  the  original  documents  on 
the'  canvas.  The  twelve  or  fourteen 
bandred  people  who  were  thus  enabler! 
to  scratMise  tlwse  originals  for  them- 
■dhwa  win  now  nocknund.  without  a 
word  of  comment,  w^  the  Oppositioii 
foaght  so  stubbornly  to  carry  their 
pcnnt,  and  ah  '  why  the  government 
loaght  fbr  the  policy  of  conccaltnest 
and  the  Liberal  press  waxed  so  vitup- 
erative of  the  Opposition  during  the 
progress  of  the  fight. 

Whether  the  Ot^osition  were  want- 
only and  maliciously  obstructing  thf 
business  of  the  House  of  CommoUt,  Or 
were  performing  a  patriotic  service  for 
the  tajcpavrs  of  Canada,  Monday 
night's  immense  audience  who  attended 
the  Ames  lecture  \.'ill  now  be  able  to 
judge  for  themselves. — The  Daily  Post. 
Sydatyf  ^C^.  B.,  July  aft  1908. 

^vf.  'bf  -.ry         -  -  ,  '.,  •- 
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Mr.  AME5  at  KOOSE  JAW,  Sask. 

Before  a  crowded  audience  in  tht 
City  Hall  last  night,  Herbert  B  Amtf, 

sented  in  this  Ptovfaee.  TWt  ii  * 
■^ong  9Uttm«^'>  ^  t  his  address  was 
stwg  in  t*»  wU.me-  Not  only  had 
h&  «  »ta*eai«ltiOi  J»cts  but  he  bji«ked 
it.  up <  by  ;  f^cnniile  reproduction*  o(  , 
iiljjjfwl  (locuments,  which  leU  9f>  OPn  . 
ptS^Hiiif  for  questioning.  ! 

■|t<««s  Hr-  Ames  \pi».ial  bow  befor*  > 
,a-iW««tem  audience  on  the  preKnt 

St,  Md  there  was  some  anxiety  gn 
part  as  to  the  way  in  which  he 
would  be  received  The  weather  has 
be  warm,  the  s-  -ker's  treatment  of 
the  Subject  is  no  and  as  the  com- 
munity is  '^ew  to  I.  there  was  .oom 
for  specu  ^ilion  o  reception  tliat 

wou''.  b":  ar'-  rded  him-  But  by  8.15 
o'clock  i'-i-se  thoughts  had  been  eflec- 
tu-'Il'v  dij    'I'd.  . 

Fortuna  i.  .s  Mr.  Borden  in  having 
,  lieutenant  of  the  Ames  sUiqp-  He  is 
one  of  the  capable  business  men  in  the 
east,  thoroughly  trained  in  tystent  and 
master  of  detail,  who  has  am^e  means 
and  leisure  to  devote  to  the  thorongh 
mastery  of  any  matter  he  may  take  m 
hand.  When  he  sets  upon  the  track  of 
any  iperson  or  anj  hing  one  may  rest 
nssured  that  he  will  follow  it  to  the 

.  . .  ,  1- 
In  selecting  the  subject  of  the  alien- 
ation of  the  western  lands,  he  selected 
one  which,  while  affording  a  wide  scope 
for  research,  presented  many  difficul- 
ties, r  ough  upon  the  surface  there 
was  mv  jn  evidence  to  arouse  suspicion 
of  irregularities,  still,  as  the  suspects 
nre  among  the  cleverest  mitwis  of  Cm- 
ada  and  retain  in  their  possession  the 
nroofs  of  their  misdeeds  conviction  is 
extremely  difficult.  But  with  a  ♦cnacity 
of  purpose  which  must  evoke  admira- 
tion, Mr.  Ames  has  brought  forth  an 
array  of  facts,  which,  marshalled  i»*  his 
ouiet.  but  convincing  manner,  carries 
■"ouvictton  to  the  minds  of  the  , most 
•1'1'otical.  He  is  not  an  orator  in  the 
e»neral  sense  of  the  term,  but  , he.  is  a 
n'easing  d  fluent  speaker,  whose  flu- 
-n^'v  comes  from  thorough  knowledge 
nf  his  subject  matter.— y'/i?  Morning 
'"'w*.  Moc.=  Jaw.  Saak,,  Aug.  4.  iw* 

(S> 


When  the  illustrated  lectnre  by  H«r- 
5ept  B  Ames,  M.P..  of  Montreal,  was 
OMjcluded  at  eleven  o'clock  at  the 
Fourth  Avenue  rink  last  night,  there 
was  the  most  heartfelt  and  enthusiastic 
'?^it°'  tendered  him  by  people 

W  aU  political  persuasions  ever  given  a 
JWaker  in  &8katoon.  That  Mr.  Ames 
•  *»tiBguish^d  and  im- 
Portoat  mUk  aervie*^  was  the  unani. 
'm^  im  iMwtMk  -MltiaeM  oif  cmy- 
«a»^mMint  .  - 

When  a  nun  comes  alJ  the  way  from 
Montreal  to  tell  4be  people  of  Saskat- 
chewan how  th*  resources  of  tlwse  new 
provinces  are  being  reckless^  iquan- 
dered  and  giveai  away  m  tfaousandt  of 
square  miles  to  potkkil  friends  of  fhe 
Laurier  government,  and  can  impress 
people  virith  the  enormity  of  the  in- 
justice wftich  is  being  done  the  people, 
and  all  this  without  the  least  suggestion 
of  envy  or  bitterness  or  partialitv.  but 
of  entire  fairness  and  honesty  aTi.l  the 
sincere  desire  to  have  honesty  displace 
the  reign  of  graft,  and  this  man  suc- 
ceeds in  placing  politics  above  parti- 
zanship  and  in  getting  the  sincere  ap- 
plause of  all  the  people  present,  he  has 
risen  above  politics  and  placed  his  dis- 
cussion on  the  plane  of  genuine  pa- 
triotism* 

For  over  two  hours,  by  photograph 
and  word,  Mr.  Ames  put  ijefore  his  au- 
dience the  facts — plain  and  unbiased — 
an4  GoayineiBf:  beyond  all  doubt  of 
any  of  tibe  tnck*  of  oratory,  and  the 
casj$  hfr  nMde'Ottt  against  the  p-afters 
who  are  shielded  behind  'tite  L«urier 
goverament  was  so  complete  and 
damning  that  not  one  person  ipresent 
but  would,  on  leaving  the  auditorium, 
have  tumid  out  of  office  the  entire 
l)unch  of  traitors  to  the  public,  if  hh. 
vote  cotuld  do  po. — The  Evening  Capitat, 
Saskttooti..  Sask.,  Aug.  6k  tgo& 
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AMES'  MEETING  WAS  4  ,BIG 


<  vBVEHT 


The  tour  through  the  w«st  has  been 
a  wonderful  success.  The  meeting  at 
Regina  on  Saturday  night  was  by  far 
the  finest  thing  ever  held  here  and  the' 
great  auditorium  of  the  city  hall  wa»' 
packed  to  overflowing.  The  gallery 
was  well  filled  with  ladies  and  every 
available  space  about  the  building  was 
occupied.  The  window  ledges  held ' 
twos  and  threes,  and  in  fact  the  meet- 
ing throughout  can  be  said  to  be  th«i 
most  successful  ever  held  in  Regina. 
The  unique  way  of  disclosing  the  tim- 
ber and  land  scandals  adoptetl  by  Mr. 
Ames  called  forth  much  applause  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  the 
greet  crowd  dieered  toud  and  long. 

Tte  meth6d  of  cannpaigning  adopted 
mr  Mr.  Ames  is  a  most  unique  one. 
His  lantern  slides  throw  on  the  can- 
vas pictures  without  which  it  is  ini- 
possrbl*  to  get  a  proper  idea  of  the 
vast  wealth  of  tin^r  stolen  from  the 
people  of  western  Canada  and  used  by 
the  exploiters  and  speculators  for  their 
private  ends.  The  slides  afaowing  the 
original  docunwnts  for  which  the  Oppo- 
sition at  Ottawa  fought  so  long,  were 
particularly  interesting  and  the  capias 
of  the  tenders  for  some  of  the  most 
famous  timber  berths  showed  up  tlw 
nefarious  methods  employed  in  the 
making  of  double  tenders  and  the 
handing   of   timber   berths    over  to 

~"       y  improper  means. 

The  idea  adopted  by  Mr.  Ames  ori- 
ginated in  England,  where  it  is  very 
largely  employed  by  the  Chainberlaiu- 
ites  and  this  method  of  campaign  has 
been  found  to  be  most  effective.  It  has 
taken  like  wild  fire  throughout  Canada 
and  Regina  was  no  exception  to  the 
rule.-rAr  Daily  Stantk^  Regitti, 
bask.,  Aug.  lo,  igo8. 
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hims«If  famous  through  his  exposttfcs 
'  In  tht  Htwse  of  tand  grafts,  has  left 
'|M!^icji«:,Pat;a»i  behind  Him  rests  the 
f  <i»B»ietiQB?«ipoii»'Llbwra*i well  as 
Cohservatives'  that  the  cases  of  dishon- 
••  est  tetidering  treated  by  him  arc  tin- 
. '  £ipa|mble.     When    a    man  quietly 
Mhn  a  statement  and  shows  the  docu- 
ments that  prove  it,  the  doflbter  merely 
brands  himself  as  unintelligent.   It  is 
scarcely  probable  that  a  single  doubter 
can  be  found  in  the  crowd  that  attend- 
ed the  lecture.  So  hard  did  it  hit  home 
•  td  tfkote  tibermi*  *ho  refuse  to  bo 
.  convinced,  that   a  number  of  them 
quietly  tip-toed  out  when  the  proofs 
■  were  thrown  on  the  screen. 

The  views  were  very  distinct  and 
'  were  thrown  on-  in  *uch  a  manner  as 
to  BHtke  no  interruption  of  the  speaker. 

UafoTtnhately  Mr.  Ames  was  forced 
to  catch  No.  97  and  had  to  cut  his  ad- 
.,.dri5s*,4fW'''V-^o^'*'*  'Pori!  than  an  hour. 
.^iHWwv'4ii  '*e  finrfte* 'time.  a*'Aii 
disposal  h^  *«fcOh.^«Ki^  'ln»'  pjS^^se 
.—that  6\  cohvinclnit '  Kii  T>:«are^ s  J^hat 
.,'  .th^APPps'Mo"^^'^  proofs  for  their  al- 
— .legation*  of  graft,  and  that  their  re- 
?  f<i»aft>to  grant  8ttpipli««  durihit  the'^it- 
'  X\r^  4:.  the  House  was  dle^ii^ejil,;  by 

x  Timh'k'omi  T»,  iv&-    '•  ■  ■ 


v^iiXii^sm^]mrk>i2iiii^n(  the 

evening,  is  a  polished  orator,  who,  in 
a  quiet,  forceful  manner,  holds  the  at- 
V  ^lfA9»^i9f  lkK»,^f>^of  ^t.all  iti^iif  s. 
nu  •peeeh  throughout  displp.yed  a 
carefat  MtMr^f  dMlil'/^nd  a  dispo- 
sition to  say  nothmy  that  could  not  be 
backed  up  witfi'substsntial  proof. 

at  Medicine  Hat,  and  which  was  fully 
reported  in -The  Herald,  was  repeated. 
He  exposed  the  methods  which  ipre- 
vailed  in  t'tt.  intszior  department  itt  the 
disposal  Af  lands,:  tonbcr  and  c;onl. 
Westerners  arc  well  acquainted  with 
many  or  all  of  the  deals  which  he  men- 
tioned, but  never  before  had  they  the 
opportunity  of  having  proof  presented 
to  them.  Copies  of  the  famous  tenders 
put  jn  in  connection  with  the  leasing 
of  timber  limits  were  shown  in  f.ic- 
similc,  and  the  writing  of  A.  W.  Fra- 
ser.  in  which  he  tendered  agamst  him- 
self, but  particularly  against  other  com- 
petitors, was  shown  in  black  and  white. 

Maps  showing  the  areas  which  had 
been  sold  for  a  song  were  placed  be- 
fore the  audienoe.  Figures  in  damning 
comparison  were  placed  side  by  side — 
.ao  wmider  he  carried  hit  aitdtcQce  to 
berata  of  eondemnatiom 

Mr.  Anet  ta  practically  a  yoime  man 
in  politics,  but  in  a  few  vears  has  come 
to  be  recognized  by  the  govemment 
as  a  power  to  be  reckoned  with.  He 
has  devoted  a  great  amount  of  both 
bis  time  and  money  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  workings  of  the  department 
of  interior,  and  he  has  made  many  trips 
at  his  own  ^expense  to  various  pomts 
in  Canada  in  an  endeavor  ^o  obtain 
personally  an  idea  as  to  what  is  ac- 
, ,  tually  being  done  thrKUghoot  the  do- 
minion by  the  department. 

The  campaign  as  instituted  by  Mr. 
Ames,  is  one  of  the  most  energiftic 
•  in  the  history  of  Ca.iada,  aftrf  the  in- 
troduction of  the  views  is  a  feature 
,  that  adds  emphasis  to  the  words  of  the 
speaker,  Calgary  citiiens  will  one  and 
all  welcome  the  returii  of  Mr.  Ames, 
and  a'  gwleral  desire  is  expressed  on 
all  sides  that  he  may  at  no'  late  date  be 
enabled  to  again  come  before  a  Cal- 
gary audience.— r*e  Ci^ry  Doth  Hmr- 
M,  Aug.  i8^  igoa 


■tofnt-w**  to  4i^n*  to  ifrodf^fti  oriffiQr 
«I  doewM^M. Tf^  oppiotiHoa  ;tcM£t^- 
t9  jd^ttnictioii  to  (>0Uin  t*iiqii. ' 
promice4  they  turned  out  to  be  ex- 
whigi,  are  uni>araUcIed  ia  t&e  historv 
o(  C^utda»  Md  towarJi  the  ponqaur 
B^ent  of  wiuen  the  resources  ot  tnt 
govemihent  wer;;  exhausted- 

The  Conservative  party  at  Ottawa 
and  }t,  3.  Ames  of  Montreal  in  (ar- 
ticular, deserve  great  credit  for  having 
unearthed  a  series  of  transactions 
tremely  irregular  and  suspiciou.-.. 

In  tlie  Public  Accounts  committee 
the  investigation  was  balked  at  every 
turn.  A  skilful  lawyer  was  there  to 
raise  all  manner  of  technical  quibbles, 
and  the  chairman  acted  as  though  he 
desig^ned  to  favor  him.  At  that, 
through  lawyers  and  bankers  being  al- 
lowed to  plead  professional  privilege, 
the  investigation  was  diverted  from 
some  matters  which  would  have  had  a 
convincing  effect. — Witmipeg  Tribune, 
Miy  30,  1906- 


Mr.  Ams  Last  NigMp  BfOom  mm 
•athusiaatic  AndfcBce  UiuBMlMi 

The  Dark  Deeds  of  th« 
Interior  Department- 
Mr.  Ames  has  come,  and  now  Strath- 
cona  knows  why  a  howl  has  gone  up 
from  the  subsidized  government  ^ress 
from  one  end  of  Canada  to  the  other 
at  what  they  sneeringly  refer  to  as  the 
peepshow.  We  have  had  a  peep  into 
the  dark  places  of  the  administration 
of  the  Department  of  the  cerior  and 
no  person  who  had  the  privilege  of 
hearing  Mr.  Ames  last  night  with  his 
absolute  yncontrovertible  evidence  of 
documents,  photographs  and  figures 
can  doubt  that  the  public  domuir.  of 
Canada  has  been  unblushmgly  plun 
4ePed. 

There  \»as  a  large  audience,  and  it 
is .  satisfactory  to  r-.ord  that  a  very 
con8)dera't>le  number  of  known  sup-f 
tti^f  of  the  government  were  pre'- 
sent.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  AtrieS 


was  tottd  and  wohmgtd.— The  fvmtttf 
CkrmMt,  Strathcona.  Aug.  a6,  190&. 
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Nr.  AMES  S^THMilp 

We  reaHzr  now  absolutely  the  rtason 
why      Mr    vm«  ca-^rWestwiird  the*; 
Grit  press     h  die  iccortl'  ssndeatbred'  ■ 
to  andeipate  hrt  tirminphs  by  attempt-  • 
iiig  to  ridlrale  his  "peop  show"  in  Ad- 
vice.' It  i»  all  vefy  bbvToMS  now  for  • 
W^fcave  *<eti  *fttf  beard  Mr.  Ames,  and' 
ii  more  damaging  indictment  of  any 
Administration   was   never  presented 
than  that  -which   in  calm,  deliberate, 
well  chosen  words,  he  brought  home  to 
the  Department  of  the  Interior.  No 
man  who  listened  to  his  carefully-se- 
lected phrases  and  his  moderate  state- 
ments of  cold,  bold  facts,  could  doubt 
that  he  was  telling  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  His 
words  w*  'e  accompanied  by  the  pro- 
duction of  actual  copies  of  documents 
in  existence  which  would  not  be  al- 
lowed tc  pass  unchallenprea  were  they 
not  accurii*e  and  unchallengible.  Could 
anyone  doubt  that  beard  M..  Ames 
forge  link  by  link  his  convincing  chait» 
of  evidence  and  envelope  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  in  its  nnbreakable 
folds  that  so  far  u  Akt  kdn^iutratttm 
of  the  Department  of  tbe  Interior  ts 
concerned  Canada  hfta  been  betrtytd.-^' 
Tkt  Cknmkk,  StratbeoBSi  Ah» 


"The  contribution  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Ames 
to  the  Conservative  campaign  through- 
out the  West  is  not  to  be  despised.  He 
has  struck  upon  a  srheme  for  demon- 
strating points  ill  his  argument  that  is 
indeed  convincing  and  elucidates  the 
topic  as  the  ordinary  stylfe  of  {-?litical 
ip«ech  cannot'  A  demonstntion  of  that, 
sort  csnnot  be  wipei*  out  with  ridicule 
or  even  with  iflat  denial  It  is  fixed 
in  the  mind  indeliVly,  the  eye  and  the 
ear  .  co-operating  .  the  impression 
^ich  will  stick  umil  a  convincing  ex- 
planation is  given  that  proves  deliber- 
ate misrepresentation  of  fact.  We  can- 
not away  from  tbe  opinion  after  seeing 
Mr.  Ames'  suipposed  fac-simile  repro- 
ductions of  letters  on  fih:  in  the  De- 
partment nf  the  Interior,  that  there 
was  crooked  work  in  connection  with 
tbe  tenders  for  timber  berths  fiuring 
the  term  of  office  of  Mr.  Turriff  t^e 


OOB  WESTEBH  LAIM 


.  The  meeting  at  the  Lyric  Theatre 
Monday  evening,  when  H.  B.  Am«»  de- 
livered his  now  famous  address.  ifM* 
one  of  the  most  noted  gatlierings  ever 
hr'.a  in  Red  Deer.  Although  the  night 
was  wet  and  a  heavy  storm  threateued, 
the  hall  wa^  crowded  to  the  doors  with 
a  large  and  orderly  audience,  composed 
of  the  most  representative  citizens  of 
Red  Deer,  and  leading  farmers  of  the 
surrounding  district.  There  was  a 
goodly  number  of  ladies  present  who 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  proceedings  very 
much. — The  News,  Red  Deer  (Alt.), 
Ang.  a6,  igoB. 

4a4  gives  History  of  the  Grabbiag 
ol  Public  Domain  ia  tU  its 
Bevcdting  Details. 

Herbert  Ames,  the  man  who  has 
made  himself  famous  through  his  ex- 
posures in  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  now  notorious  stealing  of  the  tim- 
ber limits  and  public  domain,  has  come 
to  Lethbridge  and  gone,  and  has  kit 
behind  him.  among  Liberal  and  Con- 
servative alike,  the  firm  conviction  that 
the  charges  made  by  him,  of  theft  by 
men  in  high  places  in  the  public  ser- 
vice of  Canada,  are  indisputable. 

He  produced  the  PROOFS.  And 
anyone  who  heard  him  and  saw  tbs 
tracings  he  Jiad  with  him  of  the  origin- 
al documents,  those  same  documents 
which  the  government  for  many  'weeks 
refused  to  place  before  iparUameM  aod 
did  not  do  so  until  compelled  tb  by 
Mr.  Borden  and  his  associates,  anyone 
who  saw  those  tracings,  and  still  pro- 
fesses himself  a  doubter  only  branxls 
himself  as  unintelligent  and  unfit  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  franchise. 

A  quiet  and  moderate  speaker  is 
Mr.  Ames.  He  needs  no  oratorical 
flights  or  witty  stories  to  influence 
his  hearers  and  to  draw  them  away 
from  a  close  analysis  of  his  logic. 
Ht!  talks  like  a  man  with  a  mission  and 
there  is  NO  DOUBT  BUT  THAT 
WHAT  HE  SAYS  IS  THE  TRUTH. 
His  words  carry  conviction.— Tilf  LtUt' 
bridge  Newt,  Aug.  ai,  1908. 
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To  an  audience  of  over  eight  hun- 
dredclecttifrs  of  Edifioaton,  «ho  pack  ed 
tXe  ■'Opient:  House  to  its  doors,  Mr. 
Herbert  B.  Ames,  M.P.,  Conservative 
mc:..ber  for  the  St.  Antoine  division, 
Montreal,  told,  in  an  address  of  over 
tiro  '  bp^s'  _  kngtfa,  iUnstr»ted .  by  liq^ 
Hi^  Tiewr,'  how  our  western  beritajfje 
had  been  squande  ;d  to  benefit  friends 
of  the  party  of  the  Laurier  Ck)vern- 
inent.  It  was  a  most  interesting  vmI 
'  ecmrinctng  political  address  and  the  ea- 
^cjiasm  it  evoked  was  significant  of 
the  change  that  is  coming .  over  the 
minds  of  tht  people  in  Ed'.nonton.  and 
Alberta  regarding  their  political  con- 
victions. There  was  cheer  upon'  cheer 
as  the  speaker  revealed  ^fe  manner  m 
which  the  natural  assets  of  the  prairij 
provinces  had  been  lost  to  the  per.ple 
by  fraudulent  methods,  and  to  the  Vv*nr 
last  syllable  the  audience  eagerly  fol- 
lowed the  words  of  the  speaker,  ex" 
pressing  their  approval  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  no  uncertain  tiTius, 
No  Conservative  nteetinj;  in  Edmonton 
has  been  more  successful,  none  has  de- 
monstrated more  fully  how  strong  is 
tiie  Conservative  sentiment  of  the  elect- 
ors of  the  capital  city  of  Alberta.  At 
the  close  there  was  a  rousing  demon- 
stratioa,  for  Mr.  Ames,  Mr.  Borden 
M*d  Mr;  Hyttdman,  the  Conservative 
candidate,  while  only  a  faint  Juirrah 
was  evoked  on  the  call  of  one  ardent 
Liberal  in  the  audience  of  a  cheer' for' 
Hon.  Frank  Oliver. — Edmonton  Morning 
JpntrMt,  Aug.  37,  igo6. 
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DB.  V.  J.  BOCH£« 

A  DAUPHIN,  Man. 

VfVkt  i9  tU  poXiti^ir^in«i^S 
ever  held  in  the  .Xo.wii  ol  Dauphin  was 
held  last  Mondlf  <VrailK  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Conservative  Associa- 
tion of  Dauphin.  The  occasion  was  the 
result  of  an  invitation  extended  by  the 
Association  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Ames,  M.P., 
and  Dr.  W.  J.  Roche.  M.P.,  to  address 
a '  meting  of  the  electors  upon  the 
"Timber  limit  scandals"  especially 
with  reference  tP  tUe  record  of  the. 
preMiit  representation  for  this  consti-, 
ttf^cy  in  ^  DiMniiiiott  H6tne,  in  re- 
ga^  tlwrefft.  Mr.  Ames  has  made  • 
•pecial  task  oi  w  investigation  into 
'bis  matter*  The  town  hall  was  packed 
10  its  utmost  capacity  and  yet  many 
were  unaole  to  obtain  accommodation 
to  hear  the  speaJ  ers.  The  addresses 
were  listened  to  with  the  greatest  at- 
tention by  the  large  audience  that  was 
present— rA«  Dampkm  HtrM,  Sept  3> 
1906. 


E  i.  Ames  Addresses  a  Large 
6^rifl4  ta  Town  of  Oattf^kiii. 

Gi««a  Bo«^atf.  lUccptkm. 

Meatnml  M.P. 

DAUPHIN,  Man.,  Aug.  3i--<Spe. 
cial).— H.  B.  Ames,  M.P.,  a{>pei..cd  to- 
nii^t  in  the  leading  town  of  Theodore 
Burrows'  own  constituency  and  ex- 
posed the  manner  in  which  the  local 
member  has  secured  his  vast  tintber 
possessions.  The  hall  where  the  meet- 
mtf  was  held  was  all  too  small  to  con- 
tarn  the  audience  and  many  were  turned 
away.  He  was  listened  to  with  keen 
interest  and  at  the  close  of  his  lucid 
ar  able  address  was  given  a  rousing 
reception.  That  Mr.  Ames  knows 
whereof  he  speaks  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  appeared  in  the  very 
place  where  the  member  of  the  lumber 
scandals  is  best  known.  He  carried 
conviction  bv  his  soeech  and  his  strik- 
ing illustrations.  The  success  of  the 
gathering  is  one  of  the  principal 
triumphs  of  Mr.  Ames  In  his  tour 
which  has  aroused  9o  much  interest. 
Dr.  Roche,  M.P.,  of  Marquette,  was 
also  present  and  gave  a  short  address. 
—Winnipeg  Telegram,  Sept.  i.  1908. 
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It  would  be  pretty  iifficult  to  con- 
ceive a'  more  interesting  and  convinc-  ' 
ing  address  than  that  which  was  de- 
Uvered:      Mr.  H.  B.  Arms,  M.P.,  in 
ScMrk  Hall,  last  mght.   The  halt,  it- 
self, was  packed  to  the  limit  by  an  in- 
telUgent,  well-behaved  audience,  which 
Ustenfd  with  the  closest  attention  to  , 
the  ttorjr  vrilich  Mr.  Ames  told.  Mr. 
Atnes  {l  dot  hke  the  average  political 
stump  speaker.    He  dees  not  indulge  , 
in  any  flights  of  oratory.  He  does  not 
^peal  to  the  prejudices  or  pohtical 
pFedeltctiom  of  his  bearers.  In  a  quiet, 
reasonaDle,  logical  manner,  he  lays  his 
case  before  the  people,  never  seeking 
to  strain  a  point  in  order  to  score-  Jle  ' 
sknpljr  ^«9»^nts  the  evidence   in  the 
most         *ate  Mid  reasoned  fashit^h. ' 
and  teavej  the  attdience  to  form  it& 
own  opinion.    Naturally,  his  address, 
as  presented  last  night,  with  the  accom- 
paniment of  proof,  created  a  profound 
atnsatioa.   It  is  safe  to  say  that  hu»! 
dreds  who  attended  ont  of  curiosity, 
and  with  their  minds  filled  with  skepti- 
cism, left  t':e  hall  absolutely  convinced 
that  Canada  has  been  made  thi  victim 
of  Hi  bold  a  system  of  robbery  in  «onJ^ 
ncction' With  publib  resoiiffceSj  as  has.; 
ever  be«n  exposed  in  any  country.  It 
was  impossible  to  look  at  the  evidence 
wlrfclt  Mr.  Ames  threw  tipon'  tWe  «. 
T4^s,  '^t)d  not  be  j^hsplutely  (:onvit\atiii. 
ol  the  infamous  nature  of  the  ssfstem ' 
of  gra'ft  and  loot,  which  for  years  was  > 
carried  on  by  the  "Family  Cotttpact'' 
at!i|l;''jli;:^sQciat?^wn#./rM^^t3^ 


r;,  JWESTERH  IKMUmi 

immmn  by  uc  urnti 

U^^^^Qovnmtacat  has  mM^M4t4 
tt»  B«wnre*«  ol  tK«  Pndria 

» I }  AiMiMai^itT 

Gtiduui  to  a  SacccMihil  Scrica  ol 
■    '  Meeting*.;  ,'.  . 

:Tb«  climax  of  the  most  unique  scries 
« .political  meetings  ever  held  in  the 
IMt  WM  raaebtd  .lMt  nigbt  when  H. 
B.  Ames,  M.P.,  of  Montrral,  addreued 
a  crowded  gathering  in  Selkirk  hall 
and  gave  his  lecture  on  the  mal-ad- 
ministration  of  the  public  domains  by 
the  Laurier  government  which  has 
aroused  such  interr.jt  fro-n  end  to  .  d 
of  Canada.  It  was  a  splendid  close  to 
a  splendid  round  of  triumphs  in  the 
leading  centres  of  the  three  prairie 
provinces.  Selkirk  hall  was  all  too 
•mall  to  hold  the  representative  an- 
dience  assembled.  The  lecture,  illus- 
trated as  it  was  by  striking  stereopticon 
views,  was  followed  with  the  keenest 
attention  for  three  hours  and  at  the 
close  the  brilliant  young  member  was 
Chroi  a  tremeadom  recqttioB. 

'  Vi,  Atnes  miakes  no  pretense  aa  an 
orator;  he  has  none  of  the  arts  bf  the 
rhetorician.  In  a  plain,  unvarnished, 
businesslike  and  impassionate  manner 
he  told  the  story  of  the  way  in  which 
the  western  resources  of  the  Domin- 
ion have  been  dissipated  by  the  present 
government  and  explained  th«  methods 
by  which  T.  A.  Burrows,  J.  T.  TurriflT, 
M.P.,  and  A.  J.  Adamson,  M.P..  and 
other  Liberal  members  and  politicians 
have  acquired  enormous  timber  kases 
and  have  alienated  the  agricultural, 
grazing,  coal  and  fishing  privileges. 

Pictures  of  original  documents  were 
thrown  on  the  screen,  elucidating,  at  a 


glan<^-Uil*'¥l  w<&ld  6^tMst  take 
%u  smtikd  tU)tUir»-a  story  wUch 


H.  B.  Ames,  M.P.,  scored  a  sp|cnclj(l 
tritiftvpli  in  Selkirk  hall  last  nig;hf. '  His 
cotnplete  mastery  of  the  subj«ct  he  BM 
in  hand,  his  impartial  statement  of 
facts,  and  his  »11  top  lenient  deductlont 
combined  to  carry  to  every  persqn  m 
the  aodiefice  the  poaitive  eoirtietion 
that  the  operatioaa  of  the  timber  gang 
were  even  wort*  tittn  they  have  been 
pictured.  ,    i    •  c 

T%cre  i»  no  escafw  from  the  logic  of 
Mr.  Ames'  speech,  supported  as  it  is  by 
documentary  evidence  of  fraudulent 
tenders.  Theoroofs  were  placed  before 
the  audience  and  for  a  person  to  refuse 
to  believe  them  was  to  refuse  to  be- 
lieve his  own  *yes. 

In  dealing  with  figures,  handwritntgt 
imperfect  tenders,  exti-acts  from  Han- 
sard, as  well  as  with  maps  ami  illus- 
trations of  the  timber  areas  alienated, 
the  stereopticon  proved  of  inestim.ible 
assistance  both  to  the  audience  and  to 
the  speaker.  The  beginning  of  the 
sf)eech  was  unimpressive  but  from  the 
moment  Mr.  Ames  laid  the  panorama 
of  our  Western  resources  before  his 
audience,  as  even  many  Western  men 
had  not  before  realized  them  th?  au- 
dier-  is  held  in  rapt  attentioj^T** 
V        :   \Ugrttm,  5sepf,..3,,i9o8. 
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THE  CLOSIHC  MEETING  OF 

m  Mm  wmm  itn 

'IBto  flitnix  ol  ^  most  aniqae  series 
S^-Htm  tcadldf^  night  when  H. 

MM  gare  li»  leetttre  on  the  aal-ati* 
anabtration  c '  he  public  .dMnaim  hgr 
the  -l.au ncr  governmettt  whtcft -Ms 
aroused  suph  intermit  Ixom  end  to  snd 
of  Canadi.  It  was  a  aplendid  close  to 
a  splendid  round  of  triumphs  in  the 
leading  centres  of  the  three  prairie 
provinces.  Selkirk  hall  was  all  too 
small  to  hold  the  representati'/e  au- 
dience assembled.  The  lecture,  illus- 
trated as  it  was  by  striking  stereoptic- 
on  views,  was  followed  with  the  keen- 
est attention  for  three  hours  and  at 
the  close  the  brilliant  young  meinbcr 
wis  glial  s  itwiwpoobs  reception. 

Mr.  Ames  makes  no  pretense  as  an 
orator;  he  h%»  none  of  the  arts  of  the 
riwibridaa.  la  a  pfauiL  aavamisfaed, 
besinesslifce  and  {mpassioitate  mannet 
he  toM  the  story  of  the  way  in  which 
the  western  resources  of  the  Dointn- 
ion  have  been  dissipated  by  the  present 
government  and  explained  the  methods 
by  which  T.  A.  Bu  rrows,  J.  T.  Turriff. 
M.P.,  and  A.  L.  Adamson,  M.P.,  and 
other  Liberal  members  and  politicians 
havw  acquired  enormous  timber  leases 
and  have  alienated  the  agricultural, 
grazing,  coal  and  fishing  privileges. 

Pictures  of  original  documents  were 
thrown  on  the  screen,  elucidating,  at 
a  glance  what  it  would  otherwise  take 
hours  to  describe,  the  methods  by 
which  tenders  had  been  manipulated  by 
political  favorites.  It  was  a  remark- 
able story  of  the  reign  of  graft  which 
has  prevailed  at  Ottawa — a  story  which 
by  the  calm,  impartial  and  simple  way 
in  which  it  was  told,  carried  conviction. 
-—Wmmpeg  TtUgram,  Sept.  2,  ijjcfi. 


SIFTON  TO  mWT  TO  SAVE 
BUBilOWS' m  POSSESSIONS. 


'J^mw  Minister  will 

Grit  Forces  ia  tiM  VMt. 

A  ehiscB  who  is  a  close  student  of 
political  affairs  yesterday  eonveyed  to 
The  Telegir.m  the  positive  information 
that  Hon.  Clifford  Sifton  would  direct 
tile  western  end  o'  the  forthcoming 
feaer;^!  dections,  if  .jt  as  Minister  o( 
the  CrowB,  as  Matter  of  Ceroaoirics.' 

Wkere  It  Plmehes. 

"Of  course,  that  explains  it.  Neither 
Mr.  Sfton  nor  his  newspaper  would 
care  two  straws  if  H.  B.  Ames  went 
throngh  the  country  shontmg  himself 

hoarse  about  the  scandals  in  the  ma- 
rine and  fisheries  depattinent,  or  the 
subsidy  hand  outs  or  any  of  the  other 
hundred  and  one  election  issues  but 
Mr.  Ames  has  seen  fit  to  deal  ex- 
clusively with  the  Burrows  timber 
scandals.  He  has  specialized  on  this 
subject.  He  has  mastered  the  facts 
and  ererywhere  be  goes  he  is  convinc- 
ing the  people  that  the  country  has. 
been  robbed  of  millions  of  dollars  Lo 
enrich  Mr.  Sifton's  brother-in-law  and 
his  associates.  What  is  still  n  re  to 
be  feared  in  Mr-  Ames'  attack  is  Ivis 
demand  that  these  timber  limits  shaH 
be  restored  to  the  people.  He  is  the 
father  of  the  Policy  of  Restitution  and 
that  is  the  policy  that  bites.— ff«»«i^g 
Telegram,  Aug.  26.  1908. 
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^.     .7. .(  ,,.    ,       ■     ;  •        '  I- 

litH  ^iaiff  to  attract  the  notice  - 
o(,j|pgr.  avditor  of  Mr.  Ames^  kind  and - 
p«^Wcrfiri  cxpocspre  of  the  members  of 
the  robber  gang   wfao  have  looted  ' 
Western  Canada  of  so  much  of  its  tim-  , 
bw  resources,  could  not  but  be  the" 
prodigious  labor  it  must  have  cost  him  • 
to  acquire,  marshal  and  array  his  facts 
and  secure  the  evidence  that  wrongdo- 
ing bad  accompanied  the  acquisition  of 
this  princely  heritage.     Most  people  . 
weri?  aware  that  tremendous  a*eas  (rf 
timber    had  been    alienated   by  the 
Crown  through  the  Department  of  .  the 
iMj^riar  t9  *  rgrwp  of  aUiod  .'U^«*ts,  '■ 
and ,  '^hat  «ien  belonging  to  that :  giKnip 
hafl  suddenly  becene  rich  by  tmddng 
sat4  trading  ia  the  people's  property. 
Nor  was  it  uncommon  to  hear  denun- 
ciations leveled  against  individuals  for 
h^eaa  cenctfned  in  this  graft.  But 
th«5e  were  of  so  loose  and  vague  a 
character  that  while  they  might  please 
a  partizan,  they  were  not  calculated  to 
either  shock  an  opponent  or  convince 
1^  in^pendeat 

Soeh  was  not  by  any  means  the 
method  of  procedure  adoi>ted  by  Mr. 
Ames.  He  went  to  work  with  dogged 
pertinacity  to  draw  the  badger.  First 
he  had  to  find  out  what  interests  were 
really  allied,  and  by  whom  they  were 
represented.  This,  in  a  maze  of  agents 
who  were  not  timber  men,  mysterious 
companies  who  could  be  reached  only 
through  the  medium  of  a  post  office 
box,  and  other  secretive  devices  of  the 
kind  adoipted  by  such  maninulators, 
was  not  a  very  easj  task.  However, 
Mr.  Ames  once  on  the  trail  was  not  to 
be  shaken  ofl  and  inch  by  inch,  he 
drew  closer  to  his  quarry.  Through  the 
labyrinth  of  agents,  transfers,  deals 
and  companies  the  real  beneikiaries 
were  finjdly  traced. 

The  second  part  of  Mr.  Ames'  task 
was  to  find  out  how  mach  pltmder 
these  gentlemen  had  got  away  with, 
how  much  timber  they  owned,  and  how 
mtich  profit,  present  and  prospective, 
they  had  made  in  their  little  transac- 
tions with  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior. The  result  was  the  discovery 
that'  l,^  square  miles  of  timber  was 
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by,  ar.^g  pa&«tt4^-i»t  ..,a  Ji^t ■ 
throogb  the  hanas  tJf  thfe  iWftlbtrs-'M*- 
the  gang.  Very  few  men  have  an  ade- 
quate idea  ol  the  ertent  of  1,586 
square  miles.  Bat  a  trip  on  foot  round 
a  quadrangle  a  mile  wide,  stretching 
from  Montreal  to  Winnipeg  would 
painfully  imfpress  upon  them  that  it 
was  a  very  vast  area  indeed,  enough 
OB  which  to  found  a  few  families  of 
territorial  grandees,  such  as  the  consti- 
ttttkm'.'Of  .vCanada  never  contemplated 
and  Mch  u  the  people  of  Canada  will 
nenr 'tolotatB. 

SdSL  A*  lunfott  mrt  of  Mr/'AnM*^ 
tarit  railiaitied  behmd;    It  wis  ttmlf  ■ 
obrtoos  that  th«te  great  areii'  f 
not  have  been  secured  by  one  grouip^ 
of   speculators  without   a  departuir* 
from  the  ordinary  methods  of  full  ad- 
vertisement and  free  competition  by 
sealed  tender.     Some  modification  of 
the  system  in  vogue,  and  applied  to 
other  timber  men,  there  must  have 
been,  but  to  unearth  what  it  actually 
was  remained  for  Mr.  Ames  to  accom- 
plish. 

The  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of 
Mr.  Ames  by  the  Department,  by  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  by  the  govern- 
ment and  its  majority  in  the  House, 
form  a  unique  chalpter  in  Parliament- 
ary history.  Some  time  in  December 
last  he  wrote  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  to  be  allowed  to  inspect  the 
original  documents  in  certain  timber 
applications.  Mr.  Oliver  replied  on 
the  6th  of  December  that  he  had  better 
move  for  a  return  in  the  House,  which 
would  relieve  the  department  of  re- 
sponsibility. Mr.  Ames  naturally 
thought  this  a  formality,  and  on  the 
13th  of  January  he  moved  for  a  return 
of_  the  original  documents  in  those  ap- 
plications. To  his  surprise  the  whole 
government  side  of  the  House  attacked 
his  motion  with  horae,  foot  and  artil- 
lery. An  amendment  was  moved  delib- 
erately substituting  "copies"  for  "ori- 
ginal documents."  The  prime  minister 
argued  that  a  member  must  show  suffi- 
cient reason  for  having  original  docu- 
ments brought  down.  Some  argued  that 
applications  for  timber  were  state  se- 
crets, as  in  this  case  thev  certainly 
were.  Mr.  Oliver  remarked  that  "the 
production  of  original  docunj'ints 
would  absoiutelv  prevent  the  proper 
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,  tnuiswtMm  of  the-,  pnbUo .  business." 
J  Mr,  Ames'  ^otioa  .watildelMtMtmi  a 
„  party  vote.   That  wt««tl(«!  ikst  pline 
Ol  the  fight  -h'  '  r    .      '  . 

Thi^  Ogposkion  «»«  now  thorom^y 
iatQused.  It  l^ad  been  mde  f>t»n  that 
there  was  something  •re4n-  tiqr  -  oM- 
ceaknen;  in  those:  oriffin^l  jifocumsnts. 
_^Or.  the  2ist  of  January  Mr.  R.  L.  Bdr- 


'§ubject  to  such   conditions  of 
.    public  policy   as   can   be  validly 
.   urged  in  any  case,  it  is  the  un- 
doubted  right  of  the  people's  rep- 
resentatives   in    parliament  as- 
sembled, to  be  informed  of  every- 
i.    thing    necessary   to   explain  the 
policy  and  proceedings  of  the  gov- 
.  ermnent  and  for  that  purpose  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and 
ocamining  all  documents  connect- 
with  ^e  .teaBsaietioa  of  'pnfaite 
tnisiness;  and  the  denial  of'  attdi 
rtcfat  by  the  govemmeirt  jnstiiies 
the  refusal  by  this  House  of  for- 
ther  supplies  to  the  Crown." 
Sir  Wilfrid  fully  agreed  with  this  mo- 
tion and  declared  it  a  "truism."  Not 
so  Mr-  Oliver.    His   contention  was 
that  "the  fact  that  a  certain  gentleman 
has  been  honored  with  a  seat  in  parlia- 
ment does  not  give  him  any  more  right 
to   inspect    the   private   business  of 
other  people  which  is  in  charge  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  th'.n  it  does 
any  other  citizen."   He  also  truculently 
declared  that  he  did  "not  accept  the  re- 
solution as  instructive"  and  would  still 
refuse  to  produce  original  documents. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  was  carried 
and  that  ended  the  second  phase  of  the 


On  the  23rd  of  January  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  was  asked  why  the  papers 
were  not  brought  down.  He  replied 
that  Mr.  .Ames  !nd  not  advanced  suf- 
ficient rensons  wliv  tliey  sliould.  He 
w;is  hinndly  informed  iLat  he  had  as- 
scnteil  to  a  resolution  that  their  pro- 
duction was  a  member's  right  unless 
reasons  of  public  policy  could  be 
shown  against  it,  an'  ..at,  as  no  such 
reasons  had  been  p  .«:n  the  Opposition 
would,  upon  his  own  authoritv,  be  en- 
titled to  obstruct  supply.  After  sulk- 
ing for  a  week  he  gave  in  and  of  his 
own  volition  had  the  papers  produced 
it.  the  House. 


fight. 


,  The  victory  was  won.  What  these 
documents  disclosed  could  not  be  put 
autre  clearly  and  succinctly  than  i'l  the 
sddresses  of  Mr.  Ames,  who  is  rarry- 
ittg  the  logic  of  his  completed  case  be- 
fore the  jury  of  the  people-  He  is  not  an 
orator  in  the  accepted  sense  of  t'le  term, 
that  is>  he  does  not  depend  on  rhetoric 
for  eflFect.  His  present  unique  position 
in  the  public  life  of  Canada  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  courage,  acumen,  perti- 
nacity and  singleness  of  purpose  with 
which  he  fought  a  long,  ?rduous  and 
(tphill  fight  against  the  entrenched 
forces  of  graft  and  cor.-uption,  who 
deemed  their  fortress  impregnable.  He 
has  done  a  great  scrvicr  for  Canada  in 
th»  dcpttitmeat  of  the  war  he  has  made 
peciilarly  his  own,  a  fnct  whidi  hu  op- 
IwneBts  rerogniie  with  dismay  and 
good  cttizeos  with  wdiole^heairted  ad- 
n^&m.  —  Tkt  Winmiftt  TtUgnm, 
Sept.  2,  I90B> 


(33) 


What  Mr.  Ames'  Work  has  BroogM 

It  is  pretty  scnmlly  recognized  by 
this  time,  we  assume,  that  one  of  the 
men  with  whom  the  Government  has 
to  reckon  is  Mr.  H.  B.  Ames,  M.P.  for 
St  Antoine  division,  Montreal.  There 
was  a  tendency  in  the  House,  of  Com- 
mons, and  there  is  still  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  a  section  of  the  Government 
press,  to  attempt  to  belittle  Mr.  Ames, 
to  sneer  at  the  magrie  lantern  slides 
which  he  employs  to  bring  conviction 
to  the  minds  of  his  audiences,  and  gen- 
erally to  seek  to  laugh  him  out  of  court, 
as  a  Sunday  school  teacher  with  encr- 

fies  misplaced.  But  Mr.  Ames,  having 
nished  his  work  in  Parliament— or, 
rather,  as  far  in  that  way  as  the 
mioistenalist  majority  in  the  ipacked 
committee  of  enquiry  would  let  him — 
has  taken  to  the  wider  field  of  the 
country  at  large.  And  the  grin  is  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Govertmient's 
face. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  outsid*  the 

ranks  of  the  men  who  are  prepared  to 
defend  this  Government  whatever  it 
may  have  done  or  may  do,  there  is  no 
one  who  does  not  look  with  an  honest 
contempt  on  the  mean  cunning  which 
suggested  the  spoliation  nf  the  public 
domain  in  the  West  for  the  benefit  of 
a  handful  of  relatives,  personal  friends 
and  political  associates  of  t'.te  gentle- 
man who  was  ^linister  o(  Interior 
when  the  raid  was  made.  Tt  is 
ful  if  there  has  been  an>  deprc 
in  Canada  larger  in  respect  of 
money.  _  There  has  been  certain, 
transaction  in  the  history  of  Canauian 
development  meaner,  more  sordid,  nas- 
tier, more  squalid.  And  Mr.  Fraser. 
the  Liberal  candidate  in  Ottawa,  played 
a  part  in  this  game.  Mr.  Ames  can 
take  no  (pleasure  in  his  exposure  of 
this  ugly  graft,  but  in  directmg  public 
attention  to  it  and  to  the  unchastened 
.attitude  of  the  men  wh.)  were  guilty  of 
it  and  the  cynical  indiflFerence  of  the 
men  who  defend  them,  he  is  perform- 
ing a  splendid  public  service.— rA# 
Jourtua,  Ottawa. 


